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HE original cause
of the trouble was
about twenty
yeans in growing.

At the end of
that time It was
worth it

Had you lived.pm5iy?i anywhere within
SO miles of Sob-dow- n

ranch yon
V? B --""vs) weald bare heard

of it It possess-
ed a quantity of
jet black hair, &

pah-- of extremely
frank, deep brown
eyes and a laugh
that rippled across
the prairie like

the sound of a hidden brook. The name
of it was Rosita. McMullen; and she
was the daughter of old man McMul-
len of the Sundown sheep ranch.

There came riding on red roan
steeds or, to be more explicit, on a
paint and a flea-bitte- n sorrel two
wooers. One was Madison Lane and
the other was the Frio Kid. But at
that time they did not call him the
Frio Kid, for he had not earned the
honors of special nomenclature. His
same was simply Johnny McRoy.

It must not be supposed that these
two were the sum ef the agreeable
Rcsita'8 admirers. The bronchos of a
dozen others champed their bits a
the long hitching rack of the Sun-
down ranch. Many were the sheeps'
eyes that were east in those savannas
that did not belong to the Socks of
Dan McMullen. Bat of all the cava-
liers Madison Lane and Johnny Mc-
Roy galloped far ahead, wherefore
they are to be cfaresJeled.

Madison Lane, a young cattleman
from the Nueces country, won the
race. He and RoeJta were married eee
Christmas day. Armed, hilarious, vo-

ciferous, magnanimous, the. cowmen
and the sheepmen laying aside their
hereditary hatred, joined forces to
celebrate the occasion.

But while the wedding feast was at
Its liveliest there descended upon it
Johnny McRoy, bitten by jealousy,
like one possessed.

Til give yon a Christmas present,"
he yelled, shrilly, at the door, with his
.45 in his hand. Bven then he had
some reputation as an e&and shot

His first bullet cat a neat underbit
In Madison Lane's right ear. The bar
rel of his gun moved an inch. The
next shot would have been the bride's,
had not Carson, a sheepman, pos-

sessed a mind with triggers some-
what well oiled and in repair. The
guns of the wedding party had been
hung, in their belts, upon nails in the
wall when they sat at table, as a con-
cession to good taste. But Carson,
with great promptness, hurled his
plate of roast venison and frijoies at
McRoy, spoiling his aim. The flooead
bullet then, only shattered the watte
petals of a Spanish dagger flower sus-
pended two feet above Rosita's head.

The guests spumed their chairs
and jumped for their weapons. It
was considered an Improper act to
shoot the bride and groom at a wed-
ding In about six seconds there were
twenty or so bnusts due to be whis-
king in the direction of Mr. McRoy.

'Til shoot better osxt time," yelled
Johnny; "and there'll be a next time."
He backed rapidly out the door.

The cattlemen swept out upon him,
calling for vengeance.

But the sortie failed in its ven-
geance. McRoy was on his horse and
away, shouting back curses and
threats as he galloped into the con-
cealing chaparral.

That night was the birthnlght of
the Frio Kid. He became the "bad
man" of that portion of the state. The
rejection of Us salt by Jdiss McMul-
len turned hfan to a dangerous man.
When officers west after him for the
shooting of Carson, he killed two of
them, and entered upon the Hfe of an
outlaw. When he was. at last shot
and killed by & little oae-arme- d Mex-
ican who was nearly dead himself
from fright the Frio Kid had the
deaths of 18 men on his head.

Many tales are told along the her-
der of his impudent courage and
daring. But he was not one of the
breed of desperadoes who have sea-
sons of generosity and even of soft-
ness. They say he never had mercy
on the object of his anger. Yet at
this and every Chxtstmastide it is
well to give each one credit, If it can
be done, for whatever speck of good
he may have possess. If the Frio
Kid ever did a kindly act or felt a
throb of generosity in his heart it was
once at suck a time and season, and
this is the way it happened:

One December in the Frio country
rode the Frio Kid and his Satellite
and Mexican Frank. The
Kid reined in his mustang, and st m
his saddle, thoughtful and grim, with
dangerously narrowing eyes.

"I don't know what I been thiiMflng
about. Mex," he remarked in his usual
mild drawl, "to have forgot all asout &

Christmas present I got to give. I'm
going to ride over tomorrow night and
shoot Madison Lane in his own house.
He got my girl Rosita would havs
had me if he hadn't cut into the game.
I wonder why I happened to overlook
it up to now?"

"Ah, shucks, Kid," said Mexican,
"don't talk foolishness. You know you
cant get within a mile of Mad Lane's
house tomorrow night I see old man
Allen day before yesterday, and he
says Mad is going to have Christmas
doings at his house. You remember
how you shot ap the festivities when
Mad was married, and about the
threats you made? Don't you sup-
pose Mad Lane'll kind of keep his eye
open for a certain Mr. Kid? You

I piumo mage me urea, nja, witn sues
remarks.

Tin going." repeated the Frio KM,
without heat "to go to Madison Lane's
Christmas' doings, and .kill him. I
ought to have done it a long time
ago."

'There's other ways of committing
suicide," advised Mexiean. "Why don't
you go and surrender to the sheriff?"

'Til get him," said the Kid.
Christmas eve fell as balmy as

April. Perhaps there was a hint of
far-awa- y frostiBess in the air, but it
tingled like seltzer, perfumed faintly
with late prairie blossoms1 and the
mesqnite grass.

When night came the five or six
rooms of the ranch house were bright-
ly lit In one room waa a Christmas
tree, for the Lanes had a boy of three,
and a dosen or more guests were ex-
pected from the nearer ranches.

The guests had arrived in buck-board-s

and on horseback, and were
making themselves comfortable inside.

The evening went along pleasantly
The guests enjoyed and praised Rosi-
ta's excellent supper, and afterward
the men scattered in groups about the
rooms or on the broad "gallery,"
smoking and chatting.

The Christmas tree, of course, de-

lighted the youngsters, and above all
were they pleased when Santa Ciaus
himself in magnificent white beard and
furs appeared and began to distribute
the toys.

"It's my papa," announced Billy
Sampson, aged six.

Berkiy, a sheepman, aa old friend of
Lane, stopped Rosita as she was pass-
ing by him on the gallery,

"Well, Mrs. Lane," said he, "I sup-
pose by thiB Christmas you've gotten
over being afraid of that fellow Mo- -

JfvvHJf
if "Oh, Thank You!"

Boy, haven't you? Madison and I hare
talked about it, you know."

"Very nearly," said Rosita, smiling-- ,

"but I am still nervous sometime. J
shaft never forget that awful time
when, he came so near killing us."

"He's the most cold-hearte- d villain
ia the world," said Berkiy. "The citi-
zens all along the border ought to turn
out sad hunt him down like a wolf."

"He has committed awful crimes,"
said Bosfta, "but--I don't know. I
think there is a spot of good some-
where in everybody. He was not al-
ways bad that I know."

Bosita turned into the hallway be-
tween the rooms. Santa Ciaus, in muf-
fling whiskers and furs, was just corn-la- g

through.
"I beard what you said through the

window, Mrs. Lane," he said. ,7. was
just going down in my pocket for a
Christmas present for your husband.
But I've left one for you, instead. IPs
in the room to your right" '

"Oh, thank you, kind Santa Ciaes,"
Bald Rosita,' brightly.

Rosita went into the room, while
Panta Ciaus stepped into the cooler
air of the yard.

She found no one la the room but
Madison.

"Where is my present flat Santa
said he left for me In here?" she
asked.

"Haven't seen anything in the way
of a present," said her husband, laugh-
ing, "unless he could have meant ae."

The next day Gabriel Radd, the
foreman of the X O ranch, dropped
into the post office at Loom. Alta.

"Well, the Frio Kid's got hie dose
of lead at last," he remarked to the
postmaster.

"That so? Howd it happen?"
v"One of old Sanchez's Mexican

sheep herders did it think of it! the
Frio Kid killed by a sheep herder!
The Greaser saw him riding along
past his camp about twelve o'clock
last night, and was so skeered that he
up with a Winchester and let him
have it Funniest part of it was that
the Kid was dressed all up with white
Angora-ski- n Whiskers and a regular
Santy Ciaus rig-ou- t from head to foot
Think of the Frio Kid playing Santy! --

(Copyright, 1919, by F. L. Nelson.)
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Tucumcari, N. JC, Dec. 16. A move-

ment has lately developed in Tutum-ca- ri

to celebrate this spring, the tenth
anniversary in the life of the city.

Tucumcari was not yet born Wnen
the 1900 census was 'taken, and this
region in which a thriving city of
nearly 6,000 souls has so lately sprung
wasr up to the time of the coming of
the Rock Island railway, aa almost
inaccessible wilderness.

The first tent was pitched on the
present site of Tucumcari about tenyears &go today, J. 4. Street being the
first resident of the new town. The
townsite company was composed of
J. A. Street, A. D. Goldenberg, Jacob
Wertheim and Lee K. Smith. The Rock
Island road was then building Into the
site, although the first passenger trainwas not run until March 12, 1902.
7obn Pace was elected the first mayor
of the place. Incorporation as a vil-
lage

a
did not take place until 1906. city of

incorporation following in' 1908.
This site was not thought of as a lo-

cation for a town until the railway
headed this way. The United States
government bad established Fort Bas-cu- m

on a arte 12 miles north of Tucum-
cari, on the bank of the Canadian river,
four miles west of what is now known
as Dripping Springs. The fort was
made necessary by the frequent depre-
dations of the Indians who Infested this
region at that time.

A story is told of one adventurousparty, a woman being included, who up
missed toeing wholly annihilated bv a
mere accident only. Camping for anight at & water hole some 25 miles
north of the fort, some renegade In-
dian guides stole one of the three
teams of ' horses and got away with
them before the loss was discovered
at daybreak.

As the team was badly needed to
continue the journey, the woman was
left with two of the men and the in
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other teams with instructions to awaitthe return of the. rest of the party, who
started out in search ot the missing
team.

A short time after the departure, an
old western guMe and rancher ap-
peared upon tne scene. Learning of
the predicament in which the party
was placed and knowing the danger to
which continued delay in those parts
would subject them, be volunteered to
help search for the stolen animals.

True to his belief he came upon
the renegade pair a few miles from the
scene at another watering place and,
single handed drove them off and re-
covered the horses. Previous experi-
ences n ith him seemed to have gi en
the Indians a wholesome fear of the
man He advised the party to hastily
harness one of the teams and set out
for Las Vegas, as he feared that theescaped thieves might soon return with

body of Indians to seek revenge Two
the male members of the party re-

mained behind with the rest of theequipment to await the return of 'trie
men ho bad gone out after thehorses

"When the disappointed searchers re-
turned c ouple of hours later to the
site of the camp, they found only thelifeless bodies of the two men who had
remained behind. One of the lifeless
victims had been scalped.

Under the stern hand of the govern-
ment the Indians gradually disap-
peared. Settlements began to spring

throughout the country. Whore
the savages had been, the ciiillzedheathen, ckme. Marauding bands of
ruff.ans and outlaws infested the coun-try and shot up the towns. The lii:-tor- v

of Billy, the Kid. and the Haw-
kins gang, is well known, and the

and slaughter of the Sp4ke
gang- so celled, are yet fresh in thememory of many Tucumcarians.

The first settlement ostablished
this neighborhood was that of Lib-

erty, located four miles norti of thepresent site of Tucumcari. The traces
th few adobe houses which con-

stituted the town are now almost ob-
literated. The coming of the railroad
and the founding of the village of Tu-
cumcari rapidly caused its decay

The railroad soon chanred the entireaspect of things Tucumcari Is new,
now that the first down town busi-

ness rooms are yet occupying theoriginal positions, unchanged in ap-
pearance from their primary state offbeing, although adjoining lots ha' e
been covered since by sdveral hundred
thousand dollars' worth of modern of-
fice and business buildings.

The livest aid most' moral town
New Mexico" Is now tWe motto In-

stead of the natural vitality being ex-
pended in Immoral pursuits as in former times, it is now turned into the
healthier channels of citv building, theperfecting of gigantic , irrigation
schemes, and the acquisition of new
railroads and industries. Witt a cham-
ber of commerce embracing almost allthe business men of the city work-
ing hand in hand, with a civic pride
second to none and natural resources

the greatest importance Tucumcariof necessity moving fast.

A Mean Man.
"Does your husband turn hi salary

over to you!" "Yes" she sadly re-
plied. "Then why are you.' so down-
hearted?" "Oh, it doee-- 't do any
good He often makes .'few dollars
extra which he spend r for his own
pleasure without letting me know
about It."
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Reward sf'ltterit.
It was a rainy Sunday morning, and

as Pastor Goodman looked ever his
congregation he saw there were Just
seventeen persons present Pastor
Qeedzaan. being a wise man, did not
seelC them on account of their being
so few in number. He gave them the
best sermon he had in his barrel. .

Saturday, December 16, 1911

WILL CONTEST THE
WILL OF FATHER

New York, N Y, Dec. 16. Mrs J.
De Forest Junkin has filed notice that
she will contest the will of her father,
Herman Schaus, formerly an art dealer
of world wide repute, who left an es-
tate valued at more than $500,000 to

Hi

his second wife and left the Incomeof only J50.000 to Mrs. Junkln Mrs.
Junkin charges. In the papers fllsd,her stepmother, who is also r?r am- -

i with hariiur Induced her father t.ichange has will against the interest or
his daughter. Mrs. Junkin Is a society
favorite in New York

For Tourists' Comfort.
The French national touring office.

a government feature established in
Paris, is an effort to facilitate the

( movement of tourists in that country.
All information about places of inter-
est and routes is here avaflabte.

Fortune Telling
Sees sot take into consideration the one

crvc Hives its lusLic mu pnu 9 uoi uiuju,
WftiMinliT kjMlfth wltn lcMi nr imnaired

DISFIGURED WITH

SCALES M) GISTS

Eczema from Top of Head to Waist.
Suffered Untold Agony and Pain.
Doctors Said HCouldNot Be Cured.

Setof Ctiticura Remedies Success

ful When AH Else Had Failed.

"Some time ago I was taken with eczema
from the top of my head to my want. It
began with scales on my body 1 suffered
untold itching and burning, and could not
sleep I was greatly disfigured with scales
and crusts My ears looked as If they had
been mot cot oft with a rasor, and my neck
was perfectly raw. I suffered untold agony
and pais I tried two doctors who said I
had eczema in its fullest stage, and that it
could not be cared. I them tried other rem-

edies to ao avaS. At last, I tried a set of
the gecntoe Cuticura Remedies, which cured
me Cuticura Remedies cured me of eczema
when aft else had failed, therefore I cannot
prase them too highly.

"I suffered with ecsema about ten months,
but am now entirely cured, and I better
Cuuoura Remedies are the best skia euro
there is." (Signe) Miss Mattie J. Shaffer.
R.. F D. 1 , Box 8, Daacy, Miss.. Oct. 37. 1916.

"I bad suffered torn ecsema about four
years when boils began to break out on
different parte of my tody. It started with
a fine ted rash. 3Cy back was affected first,
when it'alaospreadover my face. TbeitchiBg
was almost unbearable at vlmea. I tried
different soaps and sslTqs, but nothing seemed
to help me until I began to use the Cuticura
Soap and Ointment. One box of them cured
me entirely. I recommended them to my
sister for her baby who was troubled wuh
tooth eczema, and they completely cured
her baby." (Signed) Mrs. T. L. Marberger.
Drehersrflle. Pa.. Sept. 6, 1910.

Although Cuticura Soap and Cuticura
Ointment are sold by druggists and dealers
ererywhere, a liberal sample of etch, with
32-pa-ge booklet oa the skin and hair, will
be sent, post-fre- e, on application to Potter
Drug 4 Chea. Corp., Dept. 4B, Boston.

Waa Taking No Chance.
"Your ease would have been mack

stronger. Mr. Marshy," said the law-
yer whom Mr. Murphy had engaged
to defend him. "K you had acted only
on the defensive. But you struck first,
it seems. If yen had let him strike
first, yen weald have had the law on
your side.'' "And what good would
it do te hare th' law an me side," an-

swered Mr. Murphy, "either I was
dead? What would I care fr the law
oa.me side whin (MUigan was on me
BtoEsleJc? It's foolish talk y have!"
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aa's hspptaee womanly health.
The woaaa who neglects her heoltfa is Bcgkcriog tbe

very foaadetioa of all food fortune. IvwUJboot 'health

regajaed by' tbe use of Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription.

This Prescription lias, tor ever 9 rears,
bees esrini delicate, weak, paiM'Wrac&oft
Kamea, by the hundreds at thamsasds
and this too im the privacy of their homes
wHhrnmt their having to samH to Indeli-
cate oaestloniais and ottomsively reat&
saat examinations.

Sick women arc invited to consult Dr. Pierce by letter frtes.
AU correspondence held as sacredly confidential. AddnMaWerU's DMoeeMry
Medical Association, R. V. Pierce, M. D., President, Btifeife, Iff. Y.

Dr. Pfsacs's Great Family Doctor Book, The People's Common Sease
Medical Adviser, newiy revised te edition lWt saggs, answers '
Plom Emgluk hosts ot ddieate questions which every woman, fBBglc or married,
oaght to know about. Sent free, ia pteia wrapper to any addraes oa rseeint of
21 one-ce- nt stamps to cover mailing only, or in doth btaawg far 31 stamps.
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